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sleeping soundly. Anticipating a frightful night, and increased danger of being borne down into the sea as the gas contracted with cold and the balloon lost a part of its buoyant force, we began breaking up the E. 1\T. V. motor preparatory to throwing it overboard piecemeal.
All through this day we wondered if the steel car could withstand the strains put upon it by the equilibrator cables as the steel serpent jumped from wave to wave, fifty to eighty feet each leap. Strange to say? there was no sharp jerking, there were no sharp shocks. But the leaping of the equilibrator from wave to wave, first easing up the pull on its cables then drawing them suddenly taut, set up in the airship a swaying or rocking motion which was not at all pleasant to experience because it suggested the dire possibility that the strength of the car would not prove sufficient to endure the strains. The cables which held the floating, bounding and leaping serpent were attached to the forward and aft part of the steel car of the airship. We knew that if one steel-stay or fastener were to give way the structure would be weakened at that point, something else would yield as the strains continued and were repeated, and that once the work of destruction was begun it would not be long before we were down in the boiling sea. And well did we realize that if